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Editorial

Exploring the limits «
in LSP testing: The
specific-purpose lan
for health professio

Catherine Elder
University of Melbourne, Australia

Passing a test of English communice
professionals seeking entry to clinica
in Germany, and in many English-spi
responsible for testing these skills h
standards required for entry into clini
of the clinical context,

The term used to denote such linl
test setting is authenticity, although |
contributors to this journal have clai
ing is chimerical (Spolsky, 1985; St
textualized and indirect means of pre
it is now generally agreed that for te
some degree of authenticity 1s wor
Early discussions of authenticity we
tion of whether these should, in the i
on a test. Widdowson (1979) was pe
of the texts that was at issue but rath
nant with the author’s intentions.

This notion of authenticity as inve
the text or task was elaborated for e
however, only one of several (potentia
of test usefulness and may not necessa
In LSP (language for specific purp
Representation of the target context in
for communication in that context is ¢
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