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Editorial

Corpus linguistics in la
testing research

Sara T. Cushing
Georgia State University, USA

Just over twenty years ago, Alderson (199
tion of language testing researchers. As a-
2010, 2014; Park, 2014; Weigle & Good
seen a rapid increase in interest in using

and validation of language tests. Stubbs ai
as “the use of computer-assisted method:
and a corpus as “a text collection which |
linguistic analysis.” Corpora can be divid;
corpora are intended to represent a langu
writers, contexts, and registers; examples
the Corpus of Contemporary American E
corpora represent a more restricted set of
language or the language of newspapers; e
the Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken
2002) and the TOEFL 2000 Spoken and
Corpus (Biber et al., 2004). Finally, an i
guage assessment is a learner corpus, cor
users of the language, such as the Inter
Granger, Dagneaux, Meunier, & Paquot, 2

One major benefit of corpus linguistics

comparative analysis of language. That is,
expanding repertoire of tools for automatex
feasible to conduct detailed examinations

guage use across contexts, genres, and lang
oral and written language in a general cc
corpus, or across proficiency levels in a
ducted using individual words, multi-word
tures. The language tester’s ability to condt
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