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How the cover gets made

Last couple of months
Plan for a big GM story. Have a
few meetings about the story
and the cover direction. Assign
photographer, liaise with GM
communications department, scout
for a location. Cover shoot scheduled
with CEQ Dan Akerson, surrounded
by a handful of GM workers, to
take place on Monday, Dec. 9.

Sunday, Dec. 8
Storm-force winds ground flights
to Detroit. Photographer assigned
to the story can't get a flight
in time for the shoot.
&
Phone 85 percent of the photographers
in the Detroit area to find someone who
can get to the GM plant without an airlift.
4
Find one.

4
Monday, Dec. 9
Shoot goes ahead. This is it.

Tuesday, Dec. 10
Bloomberg News breaks the story
at 8:45 a.m. that Mary Barra is the new
CEO of GM. Cover shot the day before
is instantly outdated.

4
Scramble to reshoot the cover. This time
with Barra and outgoing CEQ Akerson
(who is overjoyed at having to do
this two days in a row).

4
Discover that the photographer who
shot the previous cover is busy.

+
Many anxiety-filled phone calls to the
remaining 15 percent of photographers
we didn't call the previous day ensue.
-

Find someone who can get to
the GM plant that afternoon.

4
Photo shoot takes place at 5 p.m.

&
Wednesday, Dec. 11
High-resolution pictures arrive at 8 am.
4
Cover transmitted to printer at noon.




